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THE PATRIOT

The next Patriot Chapter meeting will take place on Friday, December 9, at 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Parish Unitarian Church in Billerica, MA. Please note that this is the 2nd Friday of the month 
due to a church event on the 2nd. The church is located on Concord Road, just as it meets Route 
3A (Boston Road) at the Billerica Town Common. The December meeting will be our annual 
Holiday Party with refreshments supplied by the club. See Page 2 for more details.

Lending a festive tone to this holiday issue is Bart Navarro’s eyecatching 1:24 scale 1941 Willys street rod from Revell. Bart built the 
model OOB and painted it with enamel nail polish thinned with lacquer thinner and airbrushed.

www.ipmspatriot.org
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Minutes from the November Meeting

Show-and-Tell

Raffle Report

The meeting was chaired by chapter president George Lellios.

1. Minutes from the October meeting were approved.

2. Forthcoming meetings

• The December meeting, at the church, will be the holiday 
party with the group build (special raffle tickets for entrants), 
an extended regular raffle, and the Yankee Swap. Food will 
also be provided at the party in line with previous years (pizza, 
cold cuts, etc.). Members are invited to bring desserts.

• The January meeting is proposed to be held at a restaurant 
with the food to be paid for by the club (alcohol excluded). 
The restaurant chosen is Stelios in North Billerica.

3. Elections for chapter officers are coming up soon, so please 
think about standing or proposing people to stand. 

4. The treasurer’s report was read out and accepted.
The meeting was then adjourned and followed by Show-and-
Tell and the monthly raffle.

—Richard Price, Secretary

Patrick Boyle .......................1:72 F4F-3 Wildcat (Hasegawa)
Kurt Kunze ............................................ 1:35 BT-7 (Tamiya)
 1:48 Bedford MWD (Airfix)
 1:48 Bf 109 G-6 (Hasegawa)
 1:48 Westland Lynx AH.7 (Airfix)
Matt McGrath .........75mm Infantry Col. (Castle Miniatures)
Tim Merry ..........1:24 VW panel van car carrier (Hasegawa)
Jamie Michaels .....28mm Einhyr Campion (Games Wkshop)
Bart Navarro ................ 1:24 1949 Ford “Gas Man” (Revell)
 1:24 1941 Willys (AMT)
Brenan O’Malley .................. 1:24 Skyline 2000 GT (Fujimi)
John Walker .................... 1:35 105cm Auf Lorraine (Panda)
 7.5cm Auf Hotchkiss (Bronco)

November winners:
Kurt Kunze, Hasegawa 1:72 B-26F/G
George Lellios, DML 1:35 BMP-2E
Ruane Crummett, Hasegawa 1:24 Jaguar XJR-8 LM
John Touloupis, Bronco 1:35 Piper Cub L4H
Jamie Michaels, Suyata 1:700 Space Sub I-400

As mentioned on Page 1, the December meeting on the 9th will be our annual HOLIDAY PARTY. The club 
will provide eats and drinks, but everyone is encouraged to bring desserts or other snacks to round out the feast.

There will be a short business meeting, during which the floor will be opened for NOMINATIONS for 2023 
OFFICERS. Anyone is welcome to put forward either his own name or someone else’s.

SHOW-and-TELL will feature, but won’t be restricted to, models built for this year’s theme: O CANADA. Hope-
fully many of you have been working hard to complete your special group build display items. There’ll be a special 
raffle drawing for everyone who brings a newly completed theme build model.

Speaking of raffles, the December RAFFLE will be extended for the occasion, offering more opportunites to win 
prizes. Bill Michaels will explain the procedure at the meeting.

You won’t want to miss our annual YANKEE SWAP. It’s a lot of fun, and everybody who participates will end 
up with a present to take home. To participate in the Swap, you just need to bring a wrapped present to the meet-
ing. Suggested price is $20 or so, but it’s really up to you. Here are the rules: Everyone who has brought a present 
blind-chooses a number that determines the order in which presents are opened. After anyone has opened a pres-
ent, he may, if he wishes, swap it for anyone else’s previously opened present. If that happens, the swap-ee may in 
turn swap with someone else’s previously opened present (so long as it’s not the most recently swapped item), and 
so on until no more swaps happen. After everyone has had a turn opening a present, the person who drew no. 1 
gets to swap with anybody else as desired, which may initiate one final swap-fest.



Page 3  

Show-and-Tell Gallery

John Walker
1:35 scale 10.5cm leFH 18/4
auf Geschützwagen
Lorraine Schlepper(f) (Becker)
(Panda Models)
 John built the kit “almost” OOB. Aftermar-
ket items include MG 34 and ammo drums, 
jerrycan, and radio/antenna wiring. Paints 
are Tamiya acrylics with weathering using 
pastels, powders and pencil lead. Decals 
are from the kit; markings are for the 21st 
Panzer Division, Normandy, 1944.
The jaw-busting name of this subject bears 
some explanation. The 10.5cm leFH 18/4 
(German: leichte Feldhaubitze “light field 
howitzer”) was the standard divisional field 
howitzer used by the Germans in WW2. 
Initially mounted on a towed carriage re-
quiring a six-horse team, this arrangement 
proved too slow to keep up with the fast 
moving Panzer divisions.
After the surrender of France in 1940, a great 
deal of French Army military equipment was 
commandeered by the Germans. Some of the 
French tanks and armored tractors, like the Lor-
raine 37L, were converted into self-propelled 
guns. These vehicles would be able to keep 
up with the Panzers. There were two main 
types of self-propelled guns in the German 
Army during WW2. A vehicle fitted with an 
artillery howitzer was called a Geschützwagen, 
which is literally translated as a “gun vehicle.” 
The word Schlepper means tractor. The letter 
(f) indicates that the SPG’s chassis was French.
A company called Alkett, based near Ber-
lin, converted 12 Lorraine 37L tractors into 
self-propelled artillery guns in 1942. Ger-
man Army Major Alfred Becker worked with 
the company to create these conversions. 
The following year he was in Normandy at 
the head of a Baukommando (construction 
command unit.)  Becker’s men, engineers 
and mechanics converted a further 12 Lor-
raine 37L tractors.
On D-Day, 6th June 1944, the three battal-
ions of the Panzer-Artillerie-Regiment 155, 
of the German Army 21st Panzer Division, 
were equipped with a total of twenty four 
10.5cm leFH-18/40 self-propelled artillery 
guns.  Although suffering losses of tanks 
and assault guns, the official regimental re-
cords note that, four weeks after D-Day, none 
of the Lorraine conversions had been lost. 
That was not to last. Following the heavy fight-
ing around Caen, the last ones were knocked 
out when they were caught in the Falaise 
Pocket and subjected to intense bombing, 
shelling and gunfire in August 1944.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

John Walker
 1:35 scale 7.5cm PaK 40/1 auf
Fgst. PzKpfw 39H(f)
(Bronco)
John built the kit “almost” OOB and painted 
it with Tamiya acrylics with pastels, powders 
and pencil lead for weathering. Decals are 
from the kit; markings are for the 21st Panzer 
Division, Normandy, 1944. John writes, “The 
kit has the gun and mantlet too far back, so it 
had to be moved forward about .25 inch. Also, 
there is a slightly curved inner shield on each 
side of the gun that I fabricated and installed. 
The kit includes two radios, one each side of 
the fighting compartment, but my research 
showed only one on the left, to which I added 
wiring. The figure is from DML.”
This is another German self-propelled gun 
achieved by mounting a towed artillery piece 
on a captured French tank chassis. In this case 
it was a PaK 40/1 anti-tank gun mounted on 
a French Hotchkiss H-35/39 chassis. The PaK 
40 was one of the Germans’ most ubiquitous 
field weapons and remained relevant until 
the end of the war, being able to pierce the 
armor of almost any Allied tank.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

John Walker: 1:72 scale Kawasaki Ki. 61 Hien (Hasegawa)
John built the kit OOB and painted it with Gunze, Polly Scale and Tamiya acrylics. Decals are from DML; markings are for the Chinese National 
Air Force, China, post-WW2. John writes, “This is an old kit that I started decades ago. It was somewhat broken up and had to be repaired. 
The canopy had been masked and painted, so that had to be polished of. The plane had originally been painted with some shades of Gunze. 
I found close matches with Polly Scale RLM 71 Dark Green and Tamiya IJA Gray.”
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Brendan O’Malley: 1:24 scale Skyline 2000 GT (Fugimi)
Brendan writes, “For this build I decided to challenge myself to a 48. Well, 48 hours later I’m overall pleased with how well it came out in such 
a short time. The kit is nicely molded and has a relatively small parts count. The main body color is Splash Paints SP-287 Porsche Midnight 
Blue, and the clear is Mr Hobby GX-100. All the chrome was left as is from the box.”
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Bart Navarro: 1:24 scale 1949 Ford gasser (AMT)
Bart built the kit OOB and painted it with enamel nail polish thinned with lacquer thinner and airbrushed. Decals are from the kit.

[Ed. note: The first family car I remember was a dark green 49 Ford. My mother used to let me steer it driving out our lane.]
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

This page was supposed to contain photos of Jamie Michaels’s 28mm fantasy wargaming figure, 
Einhyr Champion from Games Workshop. Unfortunately, the combination of the figure’s tiny size and 
my aging vision resulted in my taking a bunch of shots of the backside and none of the front. DOH! 
Hopefully I’ll have some properly posed photos for the January edition.  —Ed.

What’s wrong with this picture?
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Timothy Merry: 1:24 VW pickup car carrier (Hasegawa plus 3D printed body kit)
 Tim writes, “Black Box Stl. provided the 3D file for the body kit which was printed for my by Iceman Collections. It was initially designed to be 
used with the Revell T1 panel van. I already had the Hasegawa kit, however, so a little finesse was required to get the front bumper to match 
up. Some sheet styrene and Milliput were used to seal up the gaps.
“I scratchbuilt to car carrier bed to mimic a Hotwheels car my nephew brought to my attention. I used three sets of earth magnets to attach 
it to the body so I can choose to show the truck solo if desired.
“[For paints,] the lower half is UPS Pullman Brown lacquer left over from my UPS truck build. The upper half is Tamiya Flat Black (spray can). 
The clear coat is Splash Paint 2K Clear. I only used the ‘Volkswagen’ decal over the license plate.”
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Matt McGrath
75mm Lt. Colonel 56th Foot
(Castle Miniatures)
All parts came from the kit. To paint the figure, 
Matt used artist’s oils over acrylics.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Kurt Kunze
1:48 scale Bf 109 G-6
(Hasegawa)
The kit was built OOB except for photo-
etched seat belts and stainless steel tubing 
for the cannon barrels. Paints are Aeromaster 
and Model Master enamels. Decals are from 
Aeromaster; markings are for the Romanian 
Air Force.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Kurt Kunze: 1:48 scale Westland Lynx AH.7 (Airfix)
Kurt used an Eduard color photo-etch set for the interior. Paints are Humbrol enamels.
Decals are from the kit; markings are for the Briish Army Air Corps, Afghanistan, 2006.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Kurt Kunze: 1:48 scale Bedford MWD (Airfix) 
Kurt built the kit mostly OOB, but he lost the original canvas roll-up door and scratchbuilt a new one using tissue paper and tape. Paints are 
Humbrol enamels. Decals are from the kit; markings are for a vehicle serving with the Royal Air Force in 1943.
Early versions of the Bedford MW series of small trucks were known as “The Pneumonia Wagon” because the open driver’s compartment and 
small windscreen led to freezing conditions for both crew and occupants. By 1943, an updated version was in service with an enclosed cab 
and better weather protection. These improved trucks gave valuable service in the RAF transporting crews and materials to waiting aircraft.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Kurt Kunze: 1:35 scale BT-7 (Tamiya)
Kurt built the kit OOB and painted it with Model Master enamels. There are no decals.

Markings are for an unknown Soviet Army unit, Lithuania, 1941
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (concluded)

Patrick Boyle
1:72 scale F4F-3 Wildcat
(Hasegawa)
Patrick built the kit OOB and painted it with 
Tamiya acrylics and lacquers. Decals are from 
the kit (In this particular release the decals 
were produced by Aeromaster). Markings 
are for a plane flying with VF-41 aboard USS 
Ranger early in 1941. The plane number 4 
and the white markings denote the section 
leader of the 2nd flight.
Fighting Squadron Four (the “Red Rippers”) 
was given life in 1927 when it was commis-
sioned Bombing Squadron One on the USS 
Lexington. In 1932, it changed its name and 
type of plane to become VF-5. Throughout 
the above period, and during the next four 
years, the squadron trained on and traveled 
with the Lexington. In 1935, the squadron’s 
FF-1s were exchanged for F2Fs.
On July 1, 1936, the squadron transferred to 
the USS Ranger, but not until 1937 did it drop 
the title of VF-5B to assume that of VF-4. Late 
in 1940, VF-4 was given F4F-3s Wildcats and 
the next year renamed VF-41. The mandate to 
repaint all carrier aircraft Non-Specular Light 
Gray was issued in December 1940, but it 
did not take effect until sometime in 1941, 
so the colorful markings of Patrick’s model 
would only have been seen for a few months.


